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CHAPTER FIRST.

OF THE JOY FELT BY NEW FRANCE AT THE BIRTH
OF MONSEIGNEUR THE DAUPHIN, AND OF A
COUNCIL HELD BY THE SAVAGES.

HE most extraordinary delay in the arrival of
T the fleet this year had made us [3] very uneasy,
when a ship, appearing forty leagues below
Kebec, sent a short letter to Monseigneur our Govern-
or. Every one hastened to learn the news; but, as
the paper contained not a word about the birth of
Monseigneur the Dauphin, it checked the course of
our joy. We had heard the year before that the
Queen was enceinte, and we hoped for a child whose
birth would be at once a blessing and a miracle;* we
all thought that God’s gifts would be perfected, and
that we would have a Prince. This ship, which
should have brought us the first news, said not a word
of it. It merely informed us that other vessels were
coming, from which it had been separated at sea in
a heavy fog. Finally, the winds becoming favorable
to our wishes, we learned that Heaven had given
us a Dauphin. Hardly had this word ¢ Dauphin’’
escaped the lips of the Messengers, than joy entered
into our hearts and thanksgiving into our souls. The
news soon spread everywhere; the 7¢ Deum laudamus
was chanted, and bonfires and fireworks were pre-
pared with every device possible in these countries.
The Gentlemen of New France recommended these
[4] manifestations of joy, but all their recommenda-



